


Ex Libris products at Dundee

• 2004 (August) Aleph v.16

• 2005 (July) SFX v.3

• 2006 (June) Aleph v.18

• 2007 (August) Aleph ILL2

• 2008 (March) MetaLib v.3

• First site in the world in production with 
Aleph v.18



Integrated ILL (ILL2)

• Staff interface

• OPAC forms

• SFX link

• Charging costs of ILLs



Embedded search boxes

• See http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/

• MetaLib search boxes embedded in 
subject pages:

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/subjects/

• Very easy to do: just view source of 
these pages

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/subjects/


Browser search engine plugins

• http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/itsupport/plugins.php

• HTML with Javascript to install XML file

<a href="#" 
onclick="window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://w
ww.dundee.ac.uk/library/itsupport/ie7search.xml')">Inst
all Library catalogue search</a>

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/itsupport/plugins.php


XML for catalogue search
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<OpenSearchDescription xmlns="http://a9.com/-/spec/opensearch/1.1/">

<ShortName>UoD Library catalogue</ShortName>

<LongName>University of Dundee Library catalogue</LongName>

<Description>Performs a keyword search on the University of Dundee Library 
catalogue</Description>

<InputEncoding>UTF-8</InputEncoding>

<Url type="text/html" template="http://library.dundee.ac.uk/F/?func=find-
e&amp;adjacent=N&amp;request={searchTerms}&amp;find_scan_code=FIND_W
RD&amp;dunsid=IE7search"/>

<Tags>university dundee library catalogue</Tags>

<Image height="16" width="16" type="image/x-
icon">http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/graphics/dundee-shield-16.ico</Image>

<Developer>IT Support, University Library, Dundee</Developer>

</OpenSearchDescription



XML for MetaLib quickset
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<OpenSearchDescription xmlns="http://a9.com/-/spec/opensearch/1.1/">

<ShortName>CrossSearch: Accounting, Finance + Economics</ShortName>

<LongName>CrossSearch: Accounting, Finance + Economics</LongName>

<Description>Performs a keyword search on the CrossSearch service from University 
of Dundee</Description>

<InputEncoding>UTF-8</InputEncoding>

<Url type="text/html" template="http://cross-search.dundee.ac.uk:80/V/?func=QUICK-
1-
CHECK1&amp;MODE=simple&amp;FIND_REQUEST_1={searchTerms}&amp;GR
OUP_NUMBER=000000271&amp;FORCE_LOGIN=y&amp;dunsid=IE7search"/>

<Tags>university dundee cross-search crosssearch</Tags>

<Image height="16" width="16" type="image/x-
icon">http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/graphics/dundee-shield-16.ico</Image>

<Developer>IT Support, University Library, Dundee</Developer>

</OpenSearchDescription>



New books

• Generated using Z324 in BIB library

• Subjects identified using

– classification numbers

– budgets, order groups etc.

• Generates web pages and RSS feeds

See http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/subjects/architecture.php

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/library/subjects/architecture.php


Related works

• “Other editions” using OCLC xISBN 
lookup

• “People who borrowed this have also 
borrowed” using loan history (z36h)

• “Related works” using MARC subject and 
classification fields (e.g. 050, 080, 082, 
650 etc.)



Other OPAC ideas

• Book covers (Syndetics/Google Books)

• Refinement suggestions

• Spelling checker

• Tagging, rating, user reviews

For inspiration see Dave Pattern's blog:

http://www.daveyp.com/blog/

and University of Huddersfield catalogue:

http://webcat.hud.ac.uk/

http://www.daveyp.com/blog/
http://webcat.hud.ac.uk/


SFX Aleph target parser

• uses OCLC xISBN to expand range of 
ISBNs searched for

• if no ISBN does “intelligent” searches for 
longer words of title

• author/title searches if both provided



Aleph custom services

• Stock management and usage

• Filtering and sorting item reports

• General letter to groups of patrons

• Delaying arrival notification

• etc.
See http://library.dundee.ac.uk/cgi-bin/services

http://library.dundee.ac.uk/cgi-bin/services


Miscellaneous

• MetaLib feedback form

– Perl CGI script, reads user's e-mail address from 
Oracle tables using Perl DBI module

• Circulation: red messages on screen

• OPAC external link blocking

• OPAC logical bases

• Access-Aleph link via ODBC


